Geography of South Carolina – GEOG 205
Section 7427
Fall 2016
Time/Place: TTh 2:10-3:25pm – FH 140A
Professor: Scott S. Brown

Office Hrs: MWF 11:30am-12:30pm, 1:30-3:30pm; TTh 12:40-2:10pm 
Office: FH 130

Office Phone: 661-1611 

E-mail: ssbrown@fmarion.edu


   
Required Readings:

1. Atlas of South Carolina by Jerry T. Mitchell, editor. Columbia, SC: South Carolina Geographic Alliance, 2013.
Available for $10 
2. Deep South by Paul Theroux. Penguin Random House UK, 2016.

Available at Amazon.com for $8.41
Course Objectives:

The main objective of this course is to help the student gain a better knowledge of South Carolina’s people and places and a better understanding of how the physical and historical settings of this state have shaped its contemporary cultural and economic landscapes. Another objective is to encourage the student to develop critical thinking leading to a thorough understanding of some of the current issues which face South Carolinians. 

GRADING: 105% total
Students’ performance will be evaluated based on the following components: 4 non-cumulative examinations, 4 current event reports, 1 field trip report, and 1 book review.

Examinations – 20% each
· These will assess your knowledge of any material covered in lectures, readings, and video material.

· Exams consist of multiple choice, matching, fill-in, short answer, essay, and map questions.

· The lowest exam grade will drop automatically.

· The Final Exam (Exam IV) grade cannot be dropped, however.
· No headwear (caps, hats) will be worn in the classroom on exam days.

· Once the exam is distributed, there will be no leaving the classroom for any reason, unless an official letter of excuse is provided by Student Health Services or the Counseling and Testing Center.
· No make-up exams. If you miss an exam or arrive more than 5 minutes late, you forfeit the exam and receive a grade of “0” and this will automatically serve as your drop grade. Please speak with the professor if you already have plans for specific dates for required University activities, such as sports games, etc., in order to make arrangements to take the exam early.
· Cheating or any use of a cell phone during an exam will constitute automatic disqualification from the exam and a grade of “0”. See further note below on Academic Dishonesty. 
Current Event Reports – 15%
The purpose of these exercises is to acquaint the student with contemporary issues occurring in South Carolina, and how they may affect some aspect of the cultural and/or physical landscape. There are a total of 4 assignments in which you are to search for a news article that you find interesting and that clearly relates to South Carolina’s geography and to write a review of the article, explaining exactly how it relates to the geography of South Carolina. 

You are to choose your news articles ONLY from legitimate local and state news sources, such as The State, The Morning News, South Carolina Magazine, etc., as well as national news sources, such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, etc. At least one of your current events must come from The Southeastern Geographer, a journal that is available in Rogers Library and online. 
News sources such as Wikipedia, as well as CNN, FOX, and other corporate media, are NOT permitted. 

You are required to turn in a one-page review of the article that states clearly and simply how the article relates to the topics being covered in lectures and in the readings. 
Please use only newspaper articles published within the last 3 months. Journal articles should be since 2010. Any late assignment will be penalized with a 10-point deduction for every class period after the date due.

In addition to your written report you are to include the following:

· Complete bibliographic reference (MLA or APA format) of the article

· The article itself

· MAP of the state of South Carolina that indicates the exact location of the place(s) or area where the event took place. 
**Important! Always remember to cite any direct quotations or paraphrased information that you took from the article, otherwise it is considered plagiarism! See note below on policies regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty.

Field Trips – 15%

A component of this course will consist of fieldwork. The purpose of this is to acquaint you with hands-on field research and landscape analysis. The field is the geographer’s laboratory. 

There will be 2 field trips throughout the course of the semester. The field trips will include excursions to the following sites:

· South Carolina Tobacco Museum in Mullins – September 29 (Thursday)
· South Carolina Cotton Museum in Bishopville – October 20 (Thursday)
Students will be required to choose 1 of these field trips. Note: Any student who is unwilling or unable to attend either field trip will have to forfeit 15% of their final grade.
You will write a three-page report of the field trip. This should be an analytical and interpretive report, not just a simple description of what you saw but also your ability to carefully observe, take notes, interpret, and analyze field data. The report must include a map of South Carolina indicating the places visited. It, also, should show an outline of counties and include major cities. You are highly encouraged to include any additional media, such as a more precise map demonstrating the places visited and routes traveled as well as photo illustrations. You must have at least 1 bibliographic resource, aside from the SC Geography textbook.
Book Review – 15% 
You are to write a short review (approximately 3 pages) of the book Deep South by Paul Theroux. You are to focus on how the book relates to the South Carolina and its cultural geography. The main idea is to give your reflection on how the author describes and portrays South Carolina. Using an educated opinion, explain whether you feel that the author has portrayed South Carolina in an adequate manner or not, or both. 
Format and length of written assignments
All written assignments must be in printed format. They must be double-spaced with 11 or 12-point font. They must contain your name, title of the assignment, the class (GEOG 205). Please staple all assignments before turning them in.
EXTRA CREDIT

All tests and written assignments are worth a total of 105 points in this class. This is your extra credit. A high grade is only achieved by hard work throughout the entire course.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance will be taken on a regular basis. You will be held responsible for any material covered in class. If you accumulate more than 4 unexcused absences, you will be dropped from the class with a grade of “F”! I will take attendance at the beginning of class. Please come to class on time. You will not be allowed to enter the classroom once class has begun.

CLASSROOM CONDUCT!

The professor reserves the right to remove, at any time, any student from the class who acts in a disruptive or disrespectful manner or engages in the use of a cell phone or other unauthorized device, in which case the student will receive an unexcused absence for that class meeting. If any further incident occurs, the professor also reserves the right to withdraw the student from the class with a grade of “F”. 
Disruptive or disrespectful behavior includes anything that disrupts the professor or fellow students, such as talking, whispering, or giggling amongst each other as well as eating, texting, checking emails, Facebook, etc., etc… Whining or complaining about course material or grades also fits into this realm of unacceptable behavior. Please see the FMU Student Handbook 2016-2017 for further details. 

Discrimination, harassment, and retaliation also constitute behaviors that will NOT be tolerated in any form whatsoever (see FMU Student Handbook 2015-2016). BE AWARE that I will strictly enforce these norms in accordance with the FMU Honor Code and the FMU Student Handbook. Cases regarding violation of any of these norms of conduct will be reported to the Dean of Students.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES – Use of any and all electronic devices is PROHIBITED in class.
** Cell Phone – Please keep cell phones powered off and please NO TEXTING in class!
** Please do NOT use earphones or any other devices in class!

** Laptop – Please seek permission from the professor before using this to take notes.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY!

In accord with the FMU Honor Code, any evidence of cheating or plagiarism will result in the loss of all points on that exam or assignment and appropriate disciplinary action, and may result in suspension or expulsion from the University. Please see the FMU Student Handbook 2016-2017. BE WARNED THAT I WILL STRICTLY ENFORCE THESE GUIDELINES!!! Cases regarding cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the Associate Provost. 
COURSE OUTLINE
	Subject/Event
	Readings 
	Important Dates

	Introduction to SC Geography 
	Atlas: p. 1-2
	August 23 – 25 

	Physical Landscapes of SC
	Atlas: p. 3-12
	Aug. 30 – Sep. 15

	EXAM I
	
	September 20 – Tue

	*Campus Excursion – Timber Cabins
	
	September 22 – Thu 

	**Field Trip 1: Mullins – Tobacco M.
	
	September 29 – Thu 

	Historical Geography of SC:
Early Human & Colonial Landscapes
	Atlas: p. 13-17
	Sep. 20 – Oct. 13 

	EXAM II
	
	**October 25** – Tue

	**Field Trip 2: Bishopville – Cotton 
	
	October 20 – Thu 

	Historical Geography of SC:
Antebellum & Postbellum
	Atlas: p. 18-26
	Oct. 20 – Nov. 10 

	Fall Break
	
	November 7-8

	EXAM III (Take Home)
	
	**Due November 15** – Tue

	Contemporary Landscape of SC
	Atlas: p. 27-42
	Nov. 17 – 22 

	Thanksgiving Holidays
	
	November 23-25

	Contemporary Landscape cont.
	
	Nov. 29 – Dec. 1

	Field Trip Report & Book Rev. Due
	Last class day
	December 1 – Thu 

	Reading Day 
	No class 
	December 6 – Tue 

	FINAL EXAM 11:45AM
	
	December 13 – Tue


* 
Class on 9/22 will be held at the Hewn Timber Cabins. Do not meet at the classroom.
**
Field trips will occur on 9/29 and 10/20 in lieu of class. There will be no regular class.

Van will depart FMU campus promptly at 2:00pm (not 2:10pm) on both occasions. 

· Current Events are due on the following dates:
9/8, 9/22, 10/25, and 10/25
· The last day you will be allowed to withdraw from the course with a grade of “W” is November 21st. It is your responsibility to gather the withdrawal form and present it to the instructor for a withdrawal without failure from the course.
GRADING SCALE
A 
= 90 – 100 

B+ 
= 87 – 89

B
= 80 – 86 

C+
= 77 – 79 

C
= 70 – 76 

D+
= 67 – 69 

D
= 60 – 66 

F
= 0 – 50
